The sex distribution of children in care.
It is shown that there is a substantial and sustained disparity, both on a national and on a regional basis, between the numbers of males and the numbers of females in care. The disparity is analysed by examining the reasons for entering care, and the legal status of those in care. It is shown that in the aggregate the disparity is caused by imbalances in admissions, particularly in certain key legal and administrative categories. The phenomenon is also shown to have both geographical and accommodation dimensions, and some conjectures for its behavioural origins are offered.